Monday, November 17, 2003
Psalms 48:1 - 53:6

Beginning with Psalm 45 on Saturday, we find ourselves reading in the midst of psalms of pure praise and adoration; psalms of worship of God and praise to the king of Israel. Psalm 45 is dedicated to a royal wedding. Psalm 46 tells the story of God’s victory over His enemies and His protection of Israel. Psalm 47 shouts the exaltation of God. 

Today Psalm 48 continues the praise of God’s work in behalf of “Mount Zion, the ﻿City of the Great King” (Jerusalem, her king and residents.) It may well have been written in remembrance of the destruction of Sennacharib’s army virtually at the walls of Jerusalem.

Psalm 49 contrasts the believer and unbeliever; those who trust God and those who trust their riches. The singer reflects an understanding that the grave is not the end.

 Psalm 50 brings a rebuke to Israel. They do follow the letter of the command, but their hearts are not in it. God calls them to give their hearts to Him rather than mere lip service.


Psalm 51 is familiar to many who participate in church liturgy every Sunday. Many people who have sung this psalm during worship may not realize its rich heritage or know of its great age. According to its preface it was written by David in remorse for his sin with Bathsheba.


Psalm 53 reflects David’s amazement at the willful rebellion of the world and his longing for God to bring salvation to His people. [image: image1.png]



